
for Woodwind Trio & Mallet Percussion Ensemble
ISOMETRIC



Isometric is a minimalist-style composition that challenges performers through frequent 
meter changes and interlocking arpeggiated patterns, making it a strong choice for 
ensembles looking to strengthen their comfort in odd meters and modern styles.

The piece begins with a repeated arpeggiated idea that gradually expands across the mallet 
section, each instrument mirroring and reshaping the figure in its own way.

In the first variation, players encounter constantly shifting rhythmic patterns layered against 
each other, creating a dense and ever-changing texture.

The second variation slows the pace and leans into a more lyrical mallet texture. Here, the 
original arpeggio evolves into a broader, modal progression that evokes a Middle Eastern/
Egyptian character. Flute and metallic percussion rise to the surface, carrying a haunting 
melodic line that unifies the ensemble and gives this section its unique color.

In the third and final variation, the piano establishes a repeated grounding part, while the 
marimbas echo it with other subtle variations. Above this, the flute and metallics return once 
again to weave the melody, leading the ensemble toward a sustained and resonant final 
resolution.

Isometric blends accessibility with challenge—its shifting time signatures, layered textures, 
and stylistic variety offer younger ensembles a way to explore minimalist-style idioms while 
developing independence, rhythmic security, and ensemble awareness.

OVERVIEW  PERFORMANCE NOTES



OVERVIEW  INSTRUMENTATION

MALLET PERCUSSION

• 2 Marimbas (One 5-Octave & One 
4-Octave)
Four soft medium-hard and hard mallets

• 2 Xylophones (3.5-Octave)
Two medium-dark mallets

• 2 Vibraphones (One 3-Octave & One 
3.5-Octave)
Two bows and four medium-hard mallets

• 2 Glockenspiel (3-Octave)
Two bright plastic and two medium-
plastic mallets

• 1 Chimes (2-Octave) & Crotales 
(2-Octave) Combo
Two bright plastic mallets, two medium-
plastic mallets, one bow, and one hammer

• 1 Piano/Keys
with Optional playback via MainStage/
other live playback

• 4 Timpani
Two medium-hard and hard mallets,
with Optional fifth drum

WOODWINDS

• 1 Piccolo

• 2 Flutes
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™™
ææĖ
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