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OVERVIEW

From Dream Theater’s 2003 album “Train of
Thought"—this instrumental is masterfully
reimagined here for advanced mallet percussion
ensemble. This arrangement captures the
original’s rhythmic complexity, harmonic depth,
and emotional intensity, translating the band's
progressive metal virtuosity into a fully acoustic
soundscape.

The piece opens with a resonant metallic
melody—echoing Petrucci’s lyrical guitar theme.
Beneath, the marimbas and xylophone create a
dark, sustained foundation using soft and rubber
mallets, establishing a warm yet driving texture.
The andante introduction highlights sensitivity
and control before accelerating into a powerful
allegro that demands rhythmic precision through
various 5/4 and 6/4 patterns.

Throughout, interplay between woods and
metals mirrors the original dialogue between
guitar and keyboard, while the piano reinforces
harmonic weight and low-end resonance.
Dynamic surges, metric modulations, and
intricate counterpoint continually reshape the
texture, testing each performer’s awareness and
ensemble cohesion.

The climax arrives through dense rhythmic
layering and expanded register, followed by a
reflective thinning of texture before the final
push. Rapid unison figures and interlocking
sixteenth-note runs bring the work to a powerful
close, revisiting the opening motive in
transformed form.

This arrangement not only honors Dream
Theater's technical brilliance and emotional
scope but also reveals the expressive range and
sophistication of the modern mallet percussion
ensemble. Every performer must balance
physical endurance with musical nuance,
shaping an experience that feels both explosive
and deeply introspective—a true stream of
consciousness in sound.

PERFORMANCE NOTES

Control and Blend

Shape a dark, unified tone with soft mallets,
letting the metallic voices float gently above the
marimbas for a smooth, connected texture.

Internal Pulse and Articulation

Keep rhythmic precision through shifting meters
by feeling a consistent internal pulse rather than
counting mechanically.

Dynamic Contrast/Layered Energy

Build intensity through color and balance,
allowing brightness and articulation—not
volume—to drive the ensemble’s growth.

Clarity Through Tone Focus

Maintain clarity within dense textures by
listening horizontally and blending tone across
all instruments.

Finale and Resolution/Power with Restraint
Project the ending with precision and resonance,
allowing energy to bloom naturally before fading
into reflective silence.



OVERVIEW

MALLET PERCUSSION

e 1Solo Marimba (5-Octave)
Four soft medium-hard and hard mallets

e 2 Marimbas (5-Octave
Four soft medium-hard and hard mallets

e 1Xylophone (3.5-Octave)
Four rubber and medium-dark mallets

e 2 Vibraphones (One 3-Octave & One
3.5-Octave)
Four soft and medium-hard mallets

e 1Glockenspiel (3-Octave) & Crotales
(2-Octave) Combo
Four medium-plastic mallets

e 1Piano/Keys
with Optional playback via MainStage/other
live playback, or grand piano

INSTRUMENTATION
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with original music by:
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