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Take a trip across shifting dunes and 
windswept horizons with this advanced 
percussion ensemble. Rooted in the exotic 
resonance of the double harmonic major 
scale in D major, the piece captures both 
mystery and energy, blending subtle 
atmospheric gestures with bold rhythmic 
drive. Written originally as a fragment in 
2018 and completed years later, it unfolds 
like a rediscovered journey—familiar yet 
renewed.

“A Line in the Sandˮ opens with a quiet, 
mysterious atmosphere in alternating 2/2 
and 3/2 meters, establishing a desert-like 
stillness through soft mallet textures, bowed 
vibraphone, and metallic timbres. Here, the 
central motif is introduced subtly—an idea 
that reappears in transformed ways 
throughout.

The energy soon shifts with a fast 208 BPM, 
where the battery introduces the original 
sketch conceived back in 2018. A drumset 
groove anchors the texture, weaving with 
mallet runs and expanded double-harmonic 
sonorities. A transitional breakdown in 3/4 
follows, giving way to an implied tenor 
feature accompanied by syncopated mallet 
writing and more angular, “wonkyˮ rhythmic 
figures. This eventually contrasts with a 
driving 6/8 groove, as the battery locks into 
layered ostinatos beneath metallic and 
wooden keyboard melodies.

At the midpoint, the tempo relaxes to 144 
BPM, and the tonal center shifts into C 
minor. Later on, the motif is reframed against 
a triplet grid, supported by drumset and 
groovy battery backbeats that transform the 
earlier ideas into a new rhythmic language. 
From this groove, the piece surges back into 
the high-energy 208 section, reintroducing 
earlier motifs with added force.

The final segment spotlights the battery and 
unpitched percussion, bridging into a bold 
key change to F# major, driving the 
ensemble toward a climactic conclusion.

OVERVIEW  PERFORMANCE NOTES



OVERVIEW  INSTRUMENTATION

MALLET PERCUSSION

• 2 Marimbas (One 5-Octave & One 
4.5-Octave)
Four soft and medium-hard mallets

• 2 Xylophones (One 3.5-Octave & One 
3-Octave)
Two rubber and medium-dark mallets

• 2 Vibraphones (3.5-Octave)
Four soft and medium-hard mallets

• 1 Glockenspiel (2.5-Octave) & Crotales 
(2-Octave) Combo
Two medium plastic mallets

• 1 Chimes (2-Octave)

• 4 Timpani

BATTERY PERCUSSION

• 3-9 Marching Snare Drums
Two standard marching drum sticks

• 2-4 Marching Tenor Drums
Two standard marching drum sticks

• 5 Marching Bass Drums
Two standard marching mallets

• 2-3 Marching Cymbals
Recommended: three cymbal players to 
cover occasional split parts

UNPITCHED PERCUSSION

• 1 Drumset
Recommended: six-piece kit, or optional 
four/five-piece drum kit with three to four 
cymbals & hi-hat

• Auxiliary Percussion #1
Wind chimes, slapstick(s), claves, 
suspended cymbal, zil-bell(s), splash 
cymbal, hi-hat, and crash cymbals

• Auxiliary Percussion #2
Triangle, tambourine, wind chimes, brake 
drum(s), hi-hat, zil-bell(s), castanets, 
crash cymbals, suspended cymbal, and 
slapstick(s)

• Auxiliary Percussion #3
Concert snare drum, concert bass drum, 
bell tree, concert toms, tam-tam/gong
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